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COURSE LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Standard Courses (non-college preparatory) 
 These courses have no level designation preceding the course name, i.e. Algebra.  Standard courses are designed 
for those students who are seeking a general high school education prior to employment, vocational schooling, two-year 
colleges, or entering the military.  Most elective courses are standard level in order to accommodate students at a variety of 
learning levels. 
 
College Preparatory 

These courses use the College Preparatory (CP) designation.  CP courses are required for acceptance into all 
public colleges and universities.  These courses are designed for students with excellent academic skills who are motivated 
to learn at a fast pace.  Students can expect challenging material and sizeable homework assignments.  CP courses carry a 
greater weight than standard courses, and prepare students for entrance into four-year colleges. 
 
Honors Courses 
 These courses use the Honors (HN) designation.  These courses are designed for the student who is motivated and 
able to work at an advanced level.  Students can expect challenging material and substantial homework assignments.  
Honors courses carry a greater weight than CP courses, and meet additional four-year college requirements. 
 
Advanced Placement 
 These courses use the Advanced Placement (AP) designation.  Advanced Placement is a program offered by the 
Educational Testing Service of the College Board.  A requirement of the AP courses is to take the AP exam provided by the 
College Board in May.  AP courses require very high motivation and outstanding academic ability.  The academic standard 
for these courses will be most demanding.  AP courses carry a greater weight than Honors courses.  Students can earn 
college credit or placement in more advanced college classes based on their AP test results. 
 

WEIGHTED CLASS RANK/GRADE POINT AVERAGES 
 

Class ranks and Grade Point Averages (GPA) are useful in the college admissions process and as a measure of 
relative academic achievement within the high school.  A weighted system recognizes the range of difficulty, study time, and 
learning outcomes inherent in the high school curricula.  The weighted system adopted for use at North Brookfield High 
School is as follows: 

• All Advanced Placement Courses will have a weighted factor of 1.15 
• All Honor Courses will have a weighted factor of 1.10 
• All College Preparation Courses will have a weighted factor of 1.05 
• All other courses will have a weighted factor of 1.00 

 To arrive at a student’s weighted average, the total weighted points earned for the school year are divided by the 
number of course credits earned in major courses.  Weighted averages are used to determine class rank.  Although class 
ranks will be updated each quarter, the final class rank for the senior class will be determined after third quarter senior year.  
The GPA may be calculated to infinity as required for class-rank purposes. 
 It is important to know that colleges calculate GPAs differently than the Guidance department at North Brookfield 
High School.  Colleges do not weigh college preparatory courses and they do not include any non-college preparatory 
courses in their calculations.  This means that a student’s college GPA will be less than their North Brookfield High School 
GPA. 
 

COURSE REGISTRATION 
 

 Students and parents should choose courses carefully during the registration period.  Students will receive a copy 
of their schedule during the spring.  Students and families will be asked to carefully review their course schedule for the 
following year and contact Guidance for a Course Change Request form if there is a need for any changes.  Course change 
requests should be brought to the student’s guidance counselor as early as possible.  Therefore, the earlier the form is 
returned, the greater the likelihood the change(s) will be made.  All schedule changes must be completed before the end of 
the school year or during the first three days of school.  Any exceptions to this deadline will need to go through the Principal.  
However, if a student is at risk of failing a class or there is a leveling issue, the change will be considered by the guidance 
counselor.  We appreciate your help in following the above guidelines and for helping the scheduling process run smoothly. 
 

POLICY RELATIVE TO CREDITS, PROMOTION, AND GRADUATION 
 

1. All students must take a minimum of 30 course credits. 
2. To accomplish the minimum requirements, freshmen and sophomores must take the required quarter courses. 
3. To be eligible for graduation, all students must have passed the English Language Arts and Math requirements of 

the MCAS. Then from the class of 2010 on students will also be required to pass Biology MCAS and the class of 
2012 on students will also be required to pass U.S. History MCAS.  Additionally, Class of 2008 students must have 
earned 115 credits, Class of 2009 students must have earned 110 credits and the class of 2010 must have earned 
105 credits by the end of their senior year. 

4. The following course credits are required for graduation: 
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Number Of Credits Subject Area 
20 (4 years) English 
15 (3 years) Social Studies ( includes 10 credits US History I &II ) 
15 (3 years) Mathematics 
15 (3 years) Science 
4 (2 years) Physical Education 
2 credits Computer Science 
2 credits Health 
2 credits Tech. Ed. 

 
5. Additional credits must be earned in elective courses to complete the required credits as outlined above. 
6. All freshmen must earn a minimum of 32 course credits, sophomores must earn a minimum of 29 course credits, 

and juniors must earn a minimum of 29 course credits to qualify for promotion to the next grade.  Seniors must earn 
25 credits in order to graduate. 

7. In addition, by the beginning of the new school year, a student must have earned a total of 32 credits to qualify as a 
sophomore, 60 credits to qualify as a junior, and 90 credits to qualify as a senior. 

8. All seniors are to provide a minimum of 15 hours of community service prior to graduating (a minimum of 7 hours 
are to be completed in your junior year.) 

9. Graduation for certain MGL 71b and 603 CMR students will depend upon their individual educational programs. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL POLICY – HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 A student must have a final average of a 55 or above in order to qualify for summer school.  Students will attend a 
full session of summer school.  The grade received in summer school will be averaged into the final grade received in the 
failed course in the following manner:  1. final year end grade multiplied by three; 2. add the summer school grade; 3. divide 
by four and this mark will be entered into the permanent record.  A final grade of 56 will require a summer school grade of 92 
to obtain a 65 on the permanent record.   

Reminder:  Summer school begins shortly after the close of our school year.  Applications are available in the 
Guidance Office.  Tuition and transportation to summer school each day is the responsibility of the student.  Also, students 
who have a low average in a required subject should plan on going to summer school if they fail the final.  It is the 
responsibility of each student to constantly be aware of his/her current credit standing.  Tutoring for the summer is a more 
expensive, but valid alternative to summer school.  Application forms and guidelines are available in the Guidance Office.  If 
you have any questions, please call the Guidance Office at (508) 867-5147. 

 
SUMMER SCHOOL POLICY – JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

 
Junior high students must successfully complete three major courses and four of the six electives each year to be 

promoted to the next grade.  If a student fails a course for the school year, he/she may attend a summer school program at 
an approved school.  A passing final grade in the course(s) will replace the failing grade on the permanent record. 
 Reminder:  Summer school begins shortly after the close of our school year.  Applications and information about 
summer school are available in the Guidance Office at the close of the school year.  It is the student’s responsibility to be 
aware of his/her academic standing and to request information about summer school.  Tuition and transportation to and from 
summer school each year is the responsibility of the student/parent. 
 
Promotion into: 

• Grade 8 pass all but one major subject 
• Grade 9 pass all but one major subject 
• Grade 10 earn 25 credits 
• Grade 11 accumulate 50 credits 
• Grade 12 accumulate 75 credits 
 
 
 

PUBLIC FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
 

The Massachusetts Board of Higher Education (BHE) has established minimum coursework requirements for high 
school students to successfully complete, in order to be eligible for admission in its four-year colleges and universities.  The 
chart below outlines the minimum requirements. 

 
 

If a course is failed in grade 7 and the student 
is promoted to grade 8, the failed discipline 
must be passed in grade 8 or the student will 
not be promoted to grade 9. 
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BHE Admission Standards-College Preparatory Courses 
CP English 
Required Courses: 4 

Four years college preparatory English 

CP Mathematics 
Required Courses: 3 

Three years of college preparatory mathematics, including Algebra I and II, 
Geometry or Trigonometry or comparable work. 

CP Science 
Required Courses: 3 

Three years of college preparatory science, including two courses with a 
laboratory (Biology and Chemistry). 

CP Social Studies 
Required Courses: 3 

Three years minimum including two years of  U. S. History  

CP World Languages 
Required Courses: 2 

Two years minimum of one language.  More years of study is strongly 
recommended. 

CP Electives 
Required Courses: 2 

 

  
Private colleges and universities, as well as certain majors at public schools, have different admission standards 

and should be investigated by the student when planning his/her high school course selection. 
 Additionally, the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education has set a sliding scale for SAT I test scores for any 
student whose average is below 3.0 (85). 
 

 Public University Sliding Scale 
High School GPA     SAT I (V + M Combined) 
     2.51 – 2.99        950 
     2.41 – 2.50        990 
     2.31 – 2.40      1030 
     2.21 – 2.30      1070 
     2.11 – 2.20      1110 
     2.00 – 2.10      1150 

 
 Public College Sliding Scale 

High School GPA     SAT I (V + M Combined) 
     2.51 – 2.99        920 
     2.41 – 2.50        960 
     2.31 – 2.40      1000 
     2.21 – 2.30      1040 
     2.11 – 2.20      1080 
     2.00 – 2.10      1120 

 
Students’ college applications will not be considered if their GPA falls below a 2.0 (approximately 75). 
 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

ENGLISH 

English 9 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  9 
Length: Full Year 

English provides a variety of opportunities whereby students can become proficient in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and presenting. Major literary units include, but are not limited to: 

1. the short story, with emphasis on mechanics and terminology;  
2. the novel, with a focus on building off elements learned in the short story unit;  
3. poetry, intending to foster appreciation through understanding of relevant terms;  
4. drama, emphasizing the use of the stage as an art form; and  
5. non-fictional writing, with the focus on the components of quality essays.  
The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the English 

curriculum. Writing assignments are intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in reading. The 
assignments can vary from short, in-class writings to longer, multiple draft essays, and the resulting assortment creates an 
impressive portfolio by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so 
students may feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 
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English Genres I utilizes a world literature approach to achieve the stated goals. Units are presented by genre as shown 
above. 
 
CP English 9 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  9 
Length: Full Year 

English provides a variety of opportunities whereby students can become proficient in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and presenting. Major literary units include, but are not limited to: 

1. the short story, with emphasis on mechanics and terminology;  
2. the novel, with a focus on building off elements learned in the short story unit;  
3. poetry, intending to foster appreciation through understanding of relevant terms;  
4. drama, emphasizing the use of the stage as an art form; and  
5. non-fictional writing, with the focus on the components of quality essays.  
The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the English 

curriculum. Writing assignments are intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in reading literature. The 
assignments can vary from short, in-class writings to longer, multiple draft essays, and the resulting assortment creates an 
impressive portfolio by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so 
students may feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

CP English Genres I utilizes a world literature approach to achieve the stated goals. Units are presented by genre as 
shown above.  More material is covered in greater depth and advanced writing assignments are given to begin to prepare 
the student for college level work. 

 
Honors English 9 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 9 
Length: Full Year 
Requirements: Grade of B+ or better AND recommendation of English 8 teacher. 

The Honors English Genres I course is designed for students who have demonstrated exceptional skill in English 8 and 
are prepared for an intensive course. Novels and selections from literature anthologies are used to examine various genres 
of literature in great detail, placing an emphasis on examining works of literature in great depth. The course includes a 
comprehensive writing curriculum with a focus on critical analysis of literary works. It is meant to challenge students while 
preparing them for the Honors English Genres II course, the Honors American Literature course, the AP English Literature 
and Composition course, and ultimately for college. 

This course will be different from the CP course because of the more in-depth look at the various genres of literature. 
More time will be spent examining the works in detail, learning to create essays focused on the critical analysis of literature. 
More material will be covered and more independent work will be expected from the students. Students will be required to 
complete summer reading assigned by the teacher. 
 
English 10 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  10 
Length: Full Year 

English provides a variety of opportunities whereby students can become proficient in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and presenting. Major literary units include, but are not limited to: 

1. the short story, with emphasis on mechanics and terminology;  
2. the novel, with a focus on building off elements learned in the short story unit;  
3. poetry, intending to foster appreciation through understanding of relevant terms;  
4. drama, emphasizing the use of the stage as an art form; and  
5. non-fictional writing, with the focus on the components of quality essays.  

The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the English 
curriculum. Writing assignments are intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in reading literature. The 
form of each can vary from short, in-class writings to research papers, and the resulting assortment creates an impressive 
portfolio by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so students may 
feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

English Genres II utilizes a world literature approach to achieve the stated goals. Units are presented by genre as 
shown above. The course is meant to expand upon the skills and terminology acquired in English Genres I. 
 
CP English 10 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  10 
Length: Full Year 

English provides a variety of opportunities whereby students can become proficient in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and presenting. Major literary units include, but are not limited to: 

1. the short story, with emphasis on mechanics and terminology;  
2. the novel, with a focus on building off elements learned in the short story unit;  
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3. poetry, intending to foster appreciation through understanding of relevant terms;  
4. drama, emphasizing the use of the stage as an art form; and  
5. non-fictional writing, with the focus on the components of quality essays.  
The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the English 

curriculum. Writing assignments are intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in reading literature. The 
form of each can vary from short, in-class writings to research papers, and the resulting assortment creates an impressive 
portfolio by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so students may 
feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

CP English Genres II utilizes a world literature approach to achieve the stated goals. Units are presented by genre as 
shown above. The course is meant to expand upon the skills and terminology acquired in CP English Genres I.  More 
material is covered in greater depth and advanced writing assignments are given to begin to prepare the student for college 
level work. 
 
Honors English 10 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  10 
Length: Full Year 
Requirements:  Grade of B or better in CP Lit. Genres I AND recommendation of Lit. Genres I teacher. 

The Honors English Genres II course is designed for students who have demonstrated exceptional skill in Literature 
Genres I and are prepared for an intensive course.  Novels and selections from literature anthologies are used to examine 
various genres of literature in great detail, placing an emphasis on examining works of literature in great depth.  The course 
includes a comprehensive writing curriculum with a focus on critical analysis of literary works.  It is meant to challenge 
students while preparing them for college, the Honors American Literature course, and the AP English Literature and 
Composition course. 

This course will be different from the CP course because of the more in-depth look at the various genres of literature.  
More time will be spent examining the works in detail, learning to create essays focused on the critical analysis of literature.  
More material will be covered and more independent work will be expected from the students.  Students will be required to 
complete summer reading assigned by the teacher. 
 
American Literature 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  11 
Length:  Full Year 

 The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the 
English curriculum. Writing assignments are more often intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in 
reading. The form of each can vary from short, in-class writings to focused pieces, and the resulting assortment creates an 
impressive collection by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so 
students may feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

American Literature covers early American literature to modern American literature. Included in this is Native American 
literature.  A wide variety of authors and themes are explored throughout the course. The course will either be organized by 
theme or chronology, depending on instructor preference.  American Literature is meant to expand upon the skills and 
terminology acquired in English Genres II. 

 
CP American Literature 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  11 
Length:  Full Year 

 The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the 
English curriculum. Writing assignments are more often intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in 
reading. The form of each can vary from short, in-class writings to research papers, and the resulting assortment creates an 
impressive collection by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so 
students may feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

CP American Literature covers early American literature to modern American literature. Included in this is Native 
American literature. A wide variety of authors and themes are explored throughout the course. The course will either be 
organized by theme or chronology, depending on instructor preference.  CP American Literature is meant to expand upon 
the skills and terminology acquired in CP English Genres II.  More material is covered in greater depth and advanced writing 
assignments are given to prepare the student for college level work.  A research project is a component of this course. 
 
Honors American Literature 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  11 
Length:  Full Year 
Requirements:  Grade of B+ or better in CP Lit. Genres II OR Grade of C or better in Honors Lit. Genres II AND 
recommendation of Lit. Genres II teacher 

The American Literature Honors course is designed for students who have demonstrated exceptional skill in 
Literature Genres II and are prepared for an intensive course.  Novels and selections from literature anthologies are used to 
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examine American literature from a historical and chronological perspective.  The course includes a comprehensive writing 
curriculum focusing on critical analysis of literary works, and is meant to challenge students, preparing them for both college 
and the AP English Literature and Composition course.  Students will be required to complete summer reading assigned by 
the teacher. 
 
Creative Writing 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 This course will allow students to explore their creativity through writing. The class will revolve around focused 
activities in both poetry and prose. There will be a good deal of time for independent writing exploration. Many aspects of 
writing styles will be discussed. Students will be expected to produce a large number of works in multiple drafts throughout 
the course. 
 
Modern Novel 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 Students will be required to read a number of modern novels (novels of the last 50 years). The class will discuss 
aspects of novel construction, themes, plot, character development, and style. There will be some writing for the course and 
a good deal of the course will revolve around class discussion. Students should expect to read a novel every three to four 
weeks. 
 
Shakespeare/Drama 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 This will be a course focused on the reading and structure of plays. The majority of the focus will go into 
Shakespeare’s play. We will not only look at his popular tragedies like Othello and King Lear but we will also examine a few 
of his histories and comedies. The class will also explore the history of drama and there may be readings of some Greek 
drama as well as modern drama, should time permit. Students should expect to read a play every two to three weeks. 
 
Greek Mythology 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 This course will serve as an introduction to Greek Mythology. We will explore the oral tradition of literature, the 
ancient Greek’s polytheistic beliefs, and the hierarchy of all the Gods on Mount Olympus. Our readings will focus on many of 
the seminal Greek myths and may also include an epic poem and / or Greek drama, should time permit. This is a literature 
course, so students should be prepared to do a large amount of reading. However, there will be both some informal and 
formal writing also required. 
 
British/World Literature 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  12 
Length:  Full Year 

The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the 
English curriculum. Writing assignments are more often intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in 
reading. The form of each can vary from short, in-class writings to focused papers, and the resulting assortment creates an 
impressive portfolio by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so 
students may feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

British/World Literature focuses mostly on a survey of British literature starting with the Anglo-Saxon epic poem, 
Beowulf, and deals with major authors including Chaucer, Shakespeare, and Wordsworth. Supporting world literature, 
including the novel Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, is brought in to complement various themes found in British work. 
The course is organized either by theme or chronology depending on instructor's choice. 
Note: As British/World Literature is a culmination of all previously learned English skills it must be passed for students to be 
eligible for graduation. However, the AP Literature and Composition course can be used as a substitute for British/World Lit. 
 
CP British/World Literature 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  12 
Length:  Full Year 

The critical thinking skills necessary to relate to major concepts expressed in literature are an integral part of the 
English curriculum. Writing assignments are more often intended to further develop the skills and ideas encountered in 
reading. The form of each can vary from short, in-class writings to research papers, and the resulting assortment creates an 
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impressive portfolio by year's end. Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling skills are intrinsically reviewed and reinforced, so 
students may feel comfortable that their skills enable the expression of their thoughts. 

CP British/World Literature focuses mostly on a survey of British literature starting with the Anglo-Saxon epic poem, 
Beowulf, and deals with major authors including Chaucer, Shakespeare, and Wordsworth. Supporting world literature, 
including the novel Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, is brought in to complement various themes found in British work. 
The course is organized either by theme or chronology depending on instructor's choice.  More material is covered in greater 
depth and advanced writing assignments are given to prepare the student for college level work.   
Note: As British/World Literature is a culmination of all previously learned English skills it must be passed for students to be 
eligible for graduation. However, the AP Literature and Composition course can be used as a substitute for British/World Lit. 
 
AP English Literature and Composition 
Credits:  2.5 
Grade:  12 
Length:  Half Year 
Requirements:  Grade of C or better in Honors American Lit. OR Grade of A- or better in CP American Lit., AND 
recommendation of American Lit. teacher 

This course includes an intensive study of representative works of various genres and periods, concentrating on 
works of recognized literary merit.  Each student will be required to complete summer reading prior to the start of the course.  
Coursework will refine students' abilities in areas of literature and composition.  AP English is both demanding and 
intellectually stimulating.  It requires one's best effort and emphasizes independence of thought and mature habits of critical 
thinking.  Students taking this course are required to take the AP exam in May. Students who successfully complete the AP 
English exam (students are required to pay for this) may qualify for college level credit. 
 
MCAS Tutorial 
Credits/Length:  Determined by Individual Student Success Plan 
Grade:  7 – 12 
 This course is designed to offer student an opportunity to prepare for successful completion of the MCAS English 
Language Arts component.  The focus will be on essay form and writing of essays in various styles, as well as answering 
open-ended questions and reading comprehension. 
 
MCAS English 
Credits:  2 
Grade:  10 
Length:  Quarter Course 
 This is a quarter course designed to provide supplementary support to small groups of students as they prepare for 
the English portion of the MCAS test. 

 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Algebra I 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  9 
Length:  Full Year 
 This is a course designed to cover topics of algebra.  Stress is on manipulation and problem solving rather than on 
structure.  Topics will proceed from the language of algebra through equations, inequalities, products, and factoring. 
 
CP Algebra I 
Credits: 5 
Grade:  9 
Length: Full Year 
 This course is designed to be the standard college preparatory first year of Algebra. This course will cover such 
topics as: laws of exponents, solving equations and inequalities, operations with polynomials, solving word problems, 
factoring, and algebraic fractions. It will also emphasize precision of language. 
 
Honors Geometry 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 9 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  8th graders who have successfully completed CP Algebra I with at least a B- average OR permission 
of Math Department. 
 Honors Geometry will be a more rigorous study of geometry than the CP course.  Students will be expected to do 
more individual work and projects. 
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Geometry 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 10 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Algebra OR permission of Math Department 
 This course is intended for students who have completed Basic Algebra sequence. It will focus on vocabulary and 
on understanding geometric relationships in the plane and space, but will put less emphasis on the construction of formal 
proofs. 
 
CP Plane Geometry 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 10 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I OR at least a C- average in CP Algebra I 
 This course is designed to be the standard college preparatory second year of Mathematics. Students will be 
introduced to deductive reasoning by doing formal proofs throughout the course. Some of the basic principles discussed are: 
congruence, similarity, triangles, polygons, circles, and area. Vocabulary and theorems will be stressed. 
 
 
Honors Algebra II 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 10 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Grade 10 students who have successfully completed Honors Algebra I AND Honors Geometry with at 
least a B- average OR permission of Math Department. 
 Honors Algebra II will be a more rigorous and in-depth study of algebraic concepts than the CP course.  Students 
will be expected to do more individual work and projects. 
 
Algebra II 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 11 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Algebra  
 This course is intended to solidify Algebra I and Geometry concept before moving into Algebra II topics.  Topics of 
Algebra II will include properties of real numbers, equations and inequalities, applications, factoring, and the coordinate 
plane. 
 
CP Algebra II 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 11 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  C- Average in CP Algebra I 
 This course is designed to be the standard college preparatory second year of Algebra. This course refines the 
techniques of elementary Algebra. Topics to be discussed include the following: properties of real numbers, equations and 
inequalities, applications, factoring, the coordinate plane, relations and functions, sequences and series, complex numbers, 
and variations. This course is essential for those who intend to further their education after high school. 
 
CP Trigonometry 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  CP Algebra II 
 This course will cover SAT preparation, a review of Algebra II topics, an indepth study of trigonometry, conic 
sections, exponential and logarithmic functions, and statistics and probability. 
 
Honors Pre-Calculus 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  At least a B- average in CP Algebra II OR permission of Math Department 
 This course completes the four-year college preparatory sequence in mathematics. A thorough treatment of the 
concepts of plane trigonometry is provided. In addition, an introduction to plane analytic geometry is presented including the 
equation of the straight line and the conic sections. Topics in advanced Algebra are also to be considered. 
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Honors Introduction to Calculus - (course for advanced or accelerated students) 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  At least a B- average in Pre-Calculus OR permission of Math Department 
 The major topics covered include analytic preparation, functions, limits, derivatives of algebraic functions, 
applications of derivatives (which give the students some experience with the power of Calculus), integration, applications of 
the definite integral, transcendental functions, and methods of integration. The student will be exposed to analysis and learn 
how Calculus may be applied. 
 
AP Calculus 
Credits:  6 
Grade: 12 
Length:  Full Year (may not be offered every year) 
Prerequisite:  Permission of Math Department 
 The Advanced Placement Calculus outline established by the College will determine the topics of Advanced 
Placement Calculus outlined by the College Board in Princeton. It will parallel the first semester of College Calculus.  
Students taking this course are required to take the AP exam in May.  Students who successfully complete the AP Calculus 
exam (students are required to pay for this) may qualify for college level credit. 
 
MCAS Math 
Credits:  2 
Grade:  10 
Length:  Quarter Course 
 This is a quarter course designed to provide supplementary support to small groups of students as they prepare for 
the mathematics portion of the MCAS test. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
United States History I 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  9 
Length:  Full Year 
  The students will proceed chronologically through this course, surveying the economic, social, and political events 
that are found in the American past from the time before Columbus to the Civil War and Reconstruction period.  Students will 
learn both the causes of events and their effects on history. The problems and benefits created by these events will be 
traced to our present time, and the students will attempt to project these problems to some logical conclusions.   The use of 
primary and secondary sources is continued throughout this course. 
 
CP United States History I 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  9 
Length:  Full Year 
 The students will proceed chronologically through this course, analyzing the economic, social, and political events 
that are found in the American past from the Pre-Columbian era through the Civil War and Reconstruction period.  Students 
will learn both the causes of events and their effects on history. The problems and benefits created by these events will be 
traced to our present time, and the students will learn to project these problems to some logical conclusions.   The use of 
primary and secondary sources is continued throughout this course. 
 
Honors United States History I 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 9 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  B average or better in 8th grade U S History OR teacher approval 

Honors United States History is fast-paced, rigorous, and designed for the student with a true interest in history.  
Exceptional reading, writing, and analytic skills are expected from all students who enroll.  The ability and motivation to work 
independently and undertake in-depth research projects will be required.  United States political, cultural, and economic 
history will be studied from the post-Civil War era to the present.  Primary and secondary sources will be mandatory, in 
addition to the textbook.  Emphasis will be placed on analysis and interpretation of data, events, and philosophies. 
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US History II 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 10,11 
Length: Full Year 
 The students will continue chronologically through this course surveying and studying the economic, social, and 
political events that are found in the American past from the Civil War period to the present. The problems created by these 
events will be traced to our present time and the students will attempt to project these problems to some logical conclusions. 
The use of primary and secondary sources is continued throughout this course. 
 
 
CP US History II 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 10, 11 
Length: Full Year 
 The students will proceed chronologically through this course, studying and analyzing the economic, social, and 
political events that are found in the American past from the Civil War period to the present, forming their own interpretations 
of both the causes of events, and their effects on history and present time. The problems created by these events will be 
traced to our present time, and the students will attempt to project these problems to some logical conclusions. The use of 
primary and secondary sources is continued throughout this course. 
 
HN US History II 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 10, 11 
Length: Full Year 
 Honors United States History is fast-paced, rigorous, and designed for the student with a true interest in history.  
Exceptional reading, writing, and analytic skills are expected from all students who enroll.  The ability and motivation to work 
independently and undertake in-depth research projects will be required.  United States political, cultural, and economic 
history will be studied from the post-Civil War era to the present.  The reading of primary and secondary sources will be 
mandatory, in addition to the textbook.  Emphasis will be placed on written and oral analysis and interpretation of data, 
events, and philosophies. 
 
World History 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 11 
Length: Full Year 

Students will study the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and political 
roots of the modern world.  Students will explore the Industrial Revolution, political changes in Western Europe, and 
imperialism in Africa, Asia, and South America.  Students will study major events of the past century such as including World 
War I, the Russian Revolution, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the Chinese Revolution, Korean War, 
Vietnam War, the Middle East, and the Information Revolution. The use of primary and secondary sources is continued 
throughout this course. 
 
CP World History 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 11 
Length: Full Year 

Students will study the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and political 
roots of the modern world.  They will study the origins and consequences of the Industrial Revolution, 19th century political 
reform in Western Europe, and imperialism in Africa, Asia, and South America.  They will explain the causes and 
consequences of the great military and economic events of the past century, including World War I, the Russian Revolution, 
the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the Chinese Revolution, Korean War, Vietnam War, the Middle East, and 
the Information Revolution.  Finally, students will study the rise of nationalism and the continuing persistence of political, 
ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts of the world. The use of primary and secondary sources is continued throughout 
this course. 
 
HN World History 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 11 
Length: Full Year 

Honors World History II is fast-paced, rigorous, and designed for the student with a true interest in World 
History.  Exceptional reading, writing, and analytic skills are expected from all students who enroll.  The ability 
and motivation to work independently and undertake in-depth research projects will be required.  In this course 
students will study the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and political roots of the 
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modern world.  Major events to be studied include;  World War I, the Russian Revolution, the Great Depression, 
World War II, the Cold War, the Chinese Revolution, Korean War, Vietnam War, the Middle East, and the 
Information Revolution.  
 
Government 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  12 
Length: Full Year 
 This course is intended to provide students with an understanding of the structure and function of the various 
branches of American government at the national, state and local levels.  Students will be exposed to the background and 
development of democracy, our founding documents, and the trends that have led our government to evolve over time.  
Students will understand the role of an active citizenry, and the part they play as citizens in a liberal democracy. The use of 
primary and secondary sources is continued throughout this course. 
 
CP Government 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  12 
Length: Full Year 
 This course is intended to provide students with an understanding of the structure and function of the various 
branches of American government at the national, state, and local levels.  To arrive at this understanding, students will be 
exposed to the philosophical underpinnings of liberal democracy, our founding documents (especially the Constitution), and 
court cases and intellectual trends that have led to the evolution of our government over time.  Furthermore, students will 
examine power and authority, the relationship between individual and state, individual rights, and the role of the citizen in a 
liberal democracy. The use of primary and secondary sources is continued throughout this course. 
 
Honors Government 
Credits:  5 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  B average in United States History, B- average in Honors United States History OR teacher approval 

Honors Government is fast-paced, rigorous, and designed for the student with a true interest in comparative political 
thought and debate.  Exceptional reading, writing, and analytic skills are expected from all students who enroll.  The ability 
and motivation to work independently and undertake in-depth research projects will be required.  A good understanding of 
historic, world epochs, and events will serve students well.  Topics to be researched and discussed include: sources, 
influences and types of political power, Constitutional theory, civil rights and liberties, federalism, democracy and citizenship, 
comparative governmental frameworks, and contemporary national and international affairs.  Primary and secondary sources 
will be mandatory, in addition to the textbook.  Emphasis will be placed on analysis and interpretation of data, events, and 
philosophies. 

 
Introduction to Psychology 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 

This course is a general introduction to the study of human behavior as defined by major conceptual approaches, 
theories, principles, and research domains of contemporary psychology.  The course covers a broad range of topics, 
including learning processes, the development of personality, psychological development and dysfunction, the psychology of 
group behavior, and social attitudes.  The study of these topics helps students develop awareness and an understanding of 
the many forces that influence thought and behavior.  
 
 
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

 
Accounting I 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 

In this course students will learn practical knowledge applicable to the record keeping of a small business.  The 
accounting cycle of both sole-proprietorships and partnerships will be the focus of this course.  Topics such as accounting 
careers and concepts, double-entry accounting, journalizing and posting, preparing worksheets, bank reconciliation, and 
fiscal period financial statements such as the balance sheet and income statement will be addressed.  The process of 
closing the books and adjusting accounts at the end of a period will also be taught to complete the accounting cycle.  This 
course is highly recommended for all students considering careers in management or business. 
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Accounting II 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Accounting I 
  Accounting II expands on topics introduced in Accounting I while adding new topics about management 
accounting, cost accounting, not-for-profit accounting, and financial analysis. Accounting concepts are introduced using 
modern businesses to which students can relate. Students will also receive introduction in the use of QuickBooks accounting 
software. This course is highly recommended for all students considering careers in management or business. 
 
 
CP Introduction to Business and Marketing 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 Are you interested in finding out more about the world of business?  This course will explore the areas of 
entrepreneurship, marketing, financial management (with a focus on banking and investment planning), business law, and 
business computer/Internet applications.  Students will practice these concepts in mini-units, virtual business simulations, 
and projects, and will participate in a Stock Market game simulation.  Students will also analyze and prepare case studies, 
research current demographic, societal, and other related market segmentation variables, and study the influence of 
marketing in their everyday lives.  The field of marketing will be viewed from both the professional and the consumer 
perspectives.  Emphasis will be placed on surveys, data collection, and analysis.  Students will participate in both team and 
individual “problem solving” through project development directly related to their research.  Students will utilize concepts and 
strategies learned in the classroom by applying them to a real-life business project.  Individual and team oral and written 
presentations will be required. 
 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 

Grade 9 Computers 
Credits:  2 
Length:  Quarter Course 
 Students will accomplish projects using the following applications:  Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft Excel, Word, Access, 
FrontPage, Publisher, and Power Point.  These applications will enhance a student’s ability to create and use word 
processing, spreadsheets and charts, databases, presentation programs, and valuable desktop publishing tools.  Students 
will also learn proper keyboarding techniques throughout the entire term. 
 
Microsoft Office  
Credits:  5 
Length:  Full Year  
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Business Department approval 

Earning Microsoft Certification acknowledges your expertise in working with Microsoft products and technologies.  
Upon completion of this course, students will be prepared for CORE Certification Testing through the Microsoft Corporation 
in MS Word.  Any university and/or employer will recognize these skills and certificates as part of your credentials.  This 
portion of the course will take approximately one term. 

In the remaining term, students will accomplish projects using the other MOUS applications:  Microsoft Excel, 
Access, Publisher, and Power Point.  Students will enhance their ability to create and use spreadsheets and charts, 
databases, presentation programs, and valuable desktop publishing tools. 
 
CP Webmaster 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 This course is a combination of the HTML and Web Design half-year course and the Computer Graphics and 
Animation half-year course.  In addition to mastering the basics of using the programs listed in the course descriptions for 
these two courses, students will demonstrate their understanding of key concepts and techniques through successful 
completion of a series of tests and projects.  A final test or project will be required. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

Intro to Foreign Language 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 9 
Length: Full Year 
 This course will “integrate the study of language with the study of culture, which includes daily life, history, literature, 
visual and performing arts, mathematics, and science.” The focus of Foreign Language I will be on Romance Languages and 
Cultures. 
 
CP Spanish I 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 ¡Viva el español!  This first year Spanish course opens the door to experiences in the language and cultures of the 
Spanish-speaking world.  Language skills are developed through a variety of activities, including:  videos, audio segments, 
paired communicative activities, group work, language-related projects, and other classroom strategies.  Cultural material is 
introduced through readings, songs, and other cultural activities.  Emphasis is placed on daily speaking and writing of basic 
language structures.  At the completion of this course, students are expected to read, write, speak, and comprehend simple 
Spanish.  
 
CP Spanish II 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in Spanish I OR permission of the instructor 
 Spanish II continues to develop and expand the skills introduced in the first year.  Oral proficiency continues to be 
stressed, but the skills of reading and writing are now given increased attention.  Students continue to learn about and 
experience Hispanic culture.  By the end of this course, students start to use the language to learn the language.  Emphasis 
is placed on making increasingly personalized use of spoken and written Spanish with a high degree of accuracy.  Many 
notes, explanations, and activities are given in Spanish and a significant amount of the language used during the class 
period is Spanish.  Students are encouraged and expected to speak Spanish in the classroom.  A supplemental reader is 
introduced through additional reading assignments. 
 
CP Spanish III 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II AND teacher recommendation 
 In Spanish III listening and speaking skills are emphasized while the student maintains and develops his or her 
reading and writing skills, including the study and use of more advanced grammar and additional vocabulary.  Emphasis is 
placed on accuracy and control of a wide range of language structures in increasingly creative and personalized 
communication.  Students use Spanish to enhance their knowledge of the history, geography, traditions, perspectives, and 
significant persons of Spanish-speaking cultures.  Basic grammatical and structural knowledge should be sound when 
beginning this level in order to advance linguistic skills, although a grammar review is part of the course. 
 
Honors Spanish IV 
Credits:  5 
Grades: 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish III AND teacher recommendation. 
 In the Honors Spanish course, grammar study becomes secondary to the actual use of the Spanish language to 
explore, investigate, and experience Hispanic life and culture.  Included in this course is exposure to Spanish literature 
through short stories and portions of larger works.  Discussions and writing assignments are often centered on readings; 
however, topics initiated by students and dealing with contemporary issues are freely discussed.  The course places 
emphasis on oral work.   
 
CP French I 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 Students are introduced to the French language and culture.  Through the study of French pronunciation, grammar, 
and vocabulary using a variety of materials and instructional activities, students will gain the foundation necessary to 
successfully read, write, and speak in simple French. 
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CP French II 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in French I OR permission of the teacher 
 Building on skills acquired in French I, students will expand their vocabulary, begin to learn more advanced 
grammatical concepts, and become more adept at understanding and communicating in French.  Emphasis is placed in 
making increasingly personalized use of accurate spoken and written French. 
 
 
 
CP French III 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of French II AND teacher recommendation 
 Advanced pronunciation, grammar, and conversation are the focus of this course.  Students are expected to begin 
engaging in spontaneous conversation on a variety of topics.  Vocabulary categories are diverse.  Students will also 
research an influential francophone individual of their choice. 
 
Honors French IV 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of French III AND teacher recommendation 

Emphasis in this course is placed on conversation and on becoming skilled in the translation and analysis of 
intermediate level French classics, such as Le Petit Prince and Les Trois Mousqetaires.  After developing strong skills in 
written expression, students will also explore a major figure in French history, producing a 3-4 page research paper entirely 
in French.  Full class participation is essential to be successful in this course. 

 
CP Chinese I 
Credits:  5 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 In the first year of Mandarin Chinese, we will focus on developing basic speaking, listening, and reading skills.  We 
will learn the most common radicals and how radicals are used to make characters.  Students will begin to build their 
repertoire of grammatical structures with an eye toward building and using a strong vocabulary base of 150 characters.  
Through movies, short stories, and the Internet, we will explore Chinese art, culture, history, and festivals in addition to 
studying the language. 
 
CP Chinese II 
Credits:  5 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in Chinese I OR permission of the teacher 
 In the second year of Mandarin Chinese, we will seek to increase speaking, listening, and reading skills.  Students 
will continue to expand their repertoire of grammatical structures and focus on building vocabulary.  Students will work on 
perfecting their ability to hear and speak Mandarin tones correctly.  Through movies, short stories, field trips, and the 
Internet, we will explore Chinese art, culture, history, and festivals in addition to studying the language. 
 
CP Chinese III 
Credits: 5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Full Year 
Prerequisite: Minimum of C in Chinese II or permission of the teacher 
 Third year students will focus on improving reading comprehension and expanding their repertoire of grammatical 
structures. The cultural focus of this course will be on Modern Chinese history and culture.  Students must have the maturity 
to work independently to meet academic goals. 
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SCIENCE 

Biology I 
Credits:  5 
Grade 9 
Length:  Full Year 
 The topics covered will be the chemistry of life, structure and function of cells, genetics, human anatomy and 
physiology, evolution and biodiversity.  A variety of written assignments and projects will be given.  Problem solving, reading 
and comprehensive skills, and scientific vocabulary will be emphasized through the biological activities and lessons. 
 
CP Biology I 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  9 
Length:  Full Year 
 This course is required for students who are planning on attending a 4-year college.  Subject matter includes a 
background in biological techniques and methods, life functions, and environmental interactions.  Basic laboratory skills, 
reading skills, and vocabulary are developed during the progress of the course.  Several written reports and projects are 
required.  
HN Biology I 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 9 
Length: Full Year 
Honors Biology I is offered as the first of the two courses in Biology to prepare for the MCAS Science exam. It centers on 
ecology, cell biology, genetics and evolution. These topics are covered in a thorough manner with emphasis on laboratory 
work and projects. Expectations are high in this course as it is a pre-cursor for AP Biology, Anatomy and Physiology and 
Honors Chemistry. 
 
Biology II 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 10 
Length: Full Year 
This course is the second offered for MCAS preparation. It highlights plants, animals, the human body, viruses and fungi. 
Emphasis is on class work and hands on assignments. 
 
CP Biology II 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 10 
Length: Full Year 
This is the second course offered for MCAS preparation. It highlights plants, animals, the human body, viruses and fungi. 
This is a course for entrance into college as well so expectations are high. This is a pre-cursor to Anatomy and Physiology, 
Chemistry and AP Biology. 
 
HN Biology II 
Credits: 5 
Grade: 10 
Length: Full Year 
Honors Biology II is offered as the second course for MCAS preparation. It highlights plants, animals, the human body, 
viruses and fungi. These topics are covered in a thorough manner with emphasis on laboratory work and projects. 
Expectations are high in this course as it is a pre-cursor for AP Biology and Honors Chemistry. 
 
Physical Science 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 The first half of the year is designed to place emphasis on the practical aspects of Physics.  Basics of physical 
science will be covered, with forces, momentum, and energy as the main topics.  The second half of the year is designed to 
orient the student to a broad understanding and appreciation of Chemistry.  The main focus will be on basics in organic 
chemistry and inorganic chemistry and the internal and external earth processes.  Scientific vocabulary, basic computational 
skills, and reasoning will be emphasized.  A variety of assignments and projects will be given. 
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CP Chemistry 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 This course is designed to give the student a broad understanding of the principles of Chemistry and an exposure 
to related experiments. The approach and content presents a very traditional preparation for post-secondary education. The 
major topics relate to the structure and behavior of matter, formula and equation writing skills, and heavy emphasis is placed 
on problem solving, particularly word problems. Included will be a unit surveying the structure, naming, and behavior of 
organic compounds. 
 
HN Chemistry 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 This course is designed to give the student a more indepth understanding of the principles of Chemistry and an 
exposure to related experiments. The approach and content presents a very traditional preparation for post-secondary 
education. The major topics relate to the structure and behavior of matter, formula and equation writing skills, and heavy 
emphasis is placed on problem solving, particularly word problems. Included will be a unit surveying the structure, naming, 
and behavior of organic compounds. 
 
 
CP Anatomy and Physiology 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of CP Biology and CP Chemistry 
 This course is designed for students who plan to enter any field where an extensive knowledge of the human body 
is helpful. Stress is placed on vocabulary comprehension in the terminology applying to human anatomy and physiology. 
Identification of cells, tissues, organs and organ systems and their functions are the major portions of the course.  
Microscopy and research skills are improved by assignments requiring their use. A strong knowledge of Chemistry and 
Biology is recommended. 
 
 
 
 
Ecology 
Credits: 5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 

Ecology is an elective course for upperclassmen.  The focus is on environmental science, ethics and 
interrelationships.  Scientific vocabulary will be emphasized through ecological activities and lessons. 
 
 
CP Physics 
Credits:  5 
Grade:  12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Trigonometry (may be taken concurrently with permission of the Science Department) 
 This course is essential for anyone intending to pursue science or mathematics and highly desirable for any student 
who intends to further his or her education beyond high school. Topics in classical physics are stressed: mechanics, 
thermodynamics, waves, and electromagnetism. 
 
AP Biology 
Credits:  5 
Grade: 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of B- in CP Biology AND minimum grade of B- in CP Chemistry, OR permission from 
the teacher 

AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by science 
majors during their first year in college.  The laboratories will be the equivalent of those done by college students. This is a 
course that requires commitment and self-motivation. Students taking this course are required to take the AP exam in May.  
Most colleges use AP exam scores for placement and/or credit. For those students taking the AP Biology exam, there is a 
fee. 
 



17 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

Technology/Engineering 9 
Credits:  2  
Grade:  9 
Length:  Quarter Course 
 This is a mandatory course in Technology/Engineering experiences, requiring students to become familiar with the 
use of Cadkey software as a tool to be used in the design and construction of a bridge. Each student will be exposed to 
concepts of tension, compression, and torsion as found in basic structures, and in bridge design in particular. Students will 
study roadbeds, superstructures, and undercarriages in their own individual design of a scale model bridge. The completed 
design will be built using balsa wood and glue and ultimately tested-to-failure in class to determine the efficiency of their 
design. A Microsoft Power Point show will then be used as a vehicle for the students to describe their work and analyze the 
results. Once the bridges are tested, students will make smaller projects to prepare them for MCAS testing.  All material is in 
keeping with MCAS and will aid students in a better understanding of problem solving and preparation for the MCAS test. 
 
Wood Technology 
Credits:  5  
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 In this class students design and build a wood oriented project and become very familiar with power tool operation. 
The first half of the year allows students exploratory time with the power equipment and project design. The second half of 
the year students will take part in a school service project. 
 
Power, Energy and Transportation 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
 A full year course designed as an exploratory experience in the areas of transportation, power and energy transfer, 
robotics, and hydraulics/pneumatics. Broad in scope, this course is intended to give a maximum set of experience, including 
experimentation with problem solving situations in a teamed approach. A robotic arm and CO2 racecar units are highlights. 
 

 

ART 

Art I 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
                The course will be open to any student in grades 9 through 12 who has not taken art at the High School level. It 
will be an introductory course for the following areas of study: drawing, painting, printmaking, and clay and/or sculpture. It will 
be primarily a hands-on studio course, and the content of the Art I course will introduce and reinforce the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Arts Frameworks. 
  
Art II 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art I 

This course will be open to any student in grades 10 through 12 who has successfully completed the Art I course. 
 No students will be assigned this course without this prerequisite. The areas of study will include drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and clay and/or sculpture, but the content will reflect an increase in difficulty and breadth of instruction and skill 
from those introduced in Art I.  The content of the Art II course will continue introducing and reinforcing the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Arts Frameworks. 
  
Art III 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Art I AND successful completion of Art II 

The course will be open to any student in grades 11 and 12 who has successfully completed Art I and Art II. 
 Drawing, painting, printmaking, and clay and/or sculpture projects will all reflect an increase in difficulty and breadth of 
instruction and skill from those introduced in Art II. The content of the Art III course will continue to reinforce the requirements 
of the Massachusetts Arts Frameworks. 
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Art IV 
Credits:  5 
Grades:  12 
Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Art I, Art II, AND Art III  
 The course will be open to any student in grade 12 who has successfully completed Art I, Art II and Art III. The art 4 
course is designed to teach museum curator-ship. Students would take on some of the job responsibilities of museum 
curators as well as to continue to generate their own body of artwork. A goal would be to provide the art 4 students the 
opportunity to develop a level of confidence and understanding of the adult working world in the area of art. The content of 
the Art III course will continue to reinforce the requirements of the Massachusetts Art Framework. 

 

 

MUSIC 

Band  
Credits:  5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year 

Band students will experience music of the past and present through the exploration of band literature that is 
available and playable. They will enhance their understanding of music primarily through group rehearsal, individual practice, 
and small ensemble work. Key concepts will include personal excellence, section excellence, and group excellence. All band 
students will experience the thrill and rigors of public performance.  Assessment will be achieved through teacher evaluation, 
tests, and public performance. Prior instrumental music experience is mandatory and the teacher will determine entry into 
the course. All band students must attend all band performances unless a written and approved excuse is provided to the 
teacher.  All students are expected to be aware of the behavioral expectations set forth in the Student Handbook and 
conduct themselves accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
Band  
Credits:  2.5 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Length:  Full Year( every other day) 

Band students will experience music of the past and present through the exploration of band literature that is 
available and playable. They will enhance their understanding of music primarily through group rehearsal, individual practice, 
and small ensemble work. Key concepts will include personal excellence, section excellence, and group excellence. All band 
students will experience the thrill and rigors of public performance.  Assessment will be achieved through teacher evaluation, 
tests, and public performance. Prior instrumental music experience is mandatory and the teacher will determine entry into 
the course. All band students must attend all band performances unless a written and approved excuse is provided to the 
teacher.  All students are expected to be aware of the behavioral expectations set forth in the Student Handbook and 
conduct themselves accordingly. 
 
Chorus 
Credits: 5 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length: Full Year 
 Students enrolled in chorus class will perform quality choral repertoire with an emphasis on developing vocal 
technique skills. 
 
 
Music Appreciation 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 This course offers a general approach for students interested in listening, being a music critic, performing, or 
creating music. Students will expand skills and understanding for a greater experience and satisfaction, to make music a 
pleasurable hobby or pastime, and to explore the roles of music in one’s life. 
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Music Theory 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 Students will be exposed to basic fundamentals of music including notation, basic theory, note reading, listening 
skills, and other types of introductory activities. The focus of these elements will be as they relate to song writing mechanics 
and the course will culminate in the writing of songs. 
 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical Education 9 
Credits:  2 
Grades:  9 
Length:  Half Year (held on alternate days, offered both semesters) 
 Physical Education is the development of physical fitness and gross motor skills through individual, dual and team 
sports and activities. Units included in Physical Education are as follows:  soccer, softball, basketball, table tennis, adventure 
education, fitness training, weight/strength training, badminton, fitness testing, tennis, volleyball, track and field, floor hockey, 
flag football, climbing wall, lacrosse, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and D.D.R. 
 
 
Physical Education/ Fitness 
Credits:  2.5 
Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Length:  Half Year (held on alternate days, offered both semesters) 
 Physical Education is the development of physical fitness and gross motor skills through individual, dual and team 
sports and activities. Units included in Physical Education are as follows:  soccer, softball, basketball, table tennis, adventure 
education, fitness training, weight/strength training, badminton, fitness testing, tennis, volleyball, track and field, floor hockey, 
flag football, climbing wall, lacrosse, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and D.D.R. 
 
 
 
P.E./Fitness 
Credits:  2.5 
Grades:  11, 12 
Class Size Limit:  12 
Length:  Half Year (held on alternate days, offered both semesters) 
 This elective course meets every other day for one half year. The fitness class is open to any eleventh or twelfth 
grade student. Each student will develop and implement an individualized fitness plan including cardio-vascular endurance, 
muscle strength, muscle endurance, and flexibility. 
 
Physical Education 
Credits:  5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length:  Half Year (held on alternate days, offered both semesters) 
 Physical Education is the development of physical fitness and gross motor skills through individual, dual and team 
sports and activities. Units included in Physical Education are as follows:  soccer, softball, basketball, table tennis, adventure 
education, fitness training, weight/strength training, badminton, fitness testing, tennis, volleyball, track and field, floor hockey, 
flag football, climbing wall, lacrosse, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and D.D.R. 
 

HEALTH 

Health 9 
Credits:  2 
Grade:  9 
Length:  Quarter Year 
 The mission of the NBHS Health curriculum is to promote healthy behaviors and a healthy lifestyle.  As a discipline, 
Health is designed to augment the student’s knowledge, awareness, and ability to demonstrate good judgment through 
informed decision making.  Students will focus on topics such as Violence and Injury, and Sexuality and Relationships.  
During the term students will also have the opportunity to participate in the “Baby Think It Over” program, which is designed 
to help students understand the responsibilities that go along with parenting. 
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Child Growth and Development 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 This full year elective course will be divided up into two parts. We will spend the first half of the year studying the 
science of child development and its basic concepts. We will look at different developmental scientists, their theories, 
research methods and which ethical standards govern their work. We will then move on to study not only the physical 
development of children, but their cognitive and psychosocial development as well. 
 
 
Adolescent Development 
Credits: 2.5 
Grades: 11, 12 
Length: Half Year 
 As the course moves into adolescent psychology, we will begin to focus on the inner workings of the teenage brain. 
The course will progress into different adolescent behavioral patterns and decision making. We will examine various issues 
that teenagers face n their everyday lives as well as the thought processes behind their actions and their decision making 
skill. Many of the topics covered in this course will be chosen by the class themselves in order to ensure the material being 
studied is relevant to their everyday lives. The objective of this course is for the students to gain a greater understanding of 
themselves and some of the crucial issues that they may face in their future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
ENGLISH 

 
English/Language Arts 
Grade:  7 
Length:  Full Year 

Seventh grade English/Language Arts stresses the basic skills necessary for reading, writing, and speaking Standard 
English.  It offers students the means by which those basic communication skills can be learned and put to use.  Students 
will develop inferential reading skills, as well as introductory literary skills and techniques.  Emphasis is placed on grammar, 
spelling, proper usage, composition and utilizing the reading text, as well as additional materials.  Poetry, non-fiction and an 
individualized independent reading program will also be included in this course.  Course objectives are as follows: 

1. To provide the student with the ability to identify the parts of speech and use them effectively in writing; 
2. To help the student write clear, concise, grammatically correct sentences and paragraphs; 
3. To help the student learn to spell and increase vocabulary knowledge and comprehension; 
4. To aid the student in using appropriate sentence structure, logical sequence, and punctuation; 
5. To help the student recognize and correct problems in usage; 
6. To provide the student with an opportunity to write in a variety of styles; 
7. To provide the student with advanced reading skills and introductory literary skills and techniques. 

 
English/Language Arts 
Grade:  8 
Length:  Full Year 
 Eighth grade English/Language Arts stresses the skills necessary for reading, writing, and speaking Standard 
English.  The course begins with a review of grammar and usage and continues with sentence structure, mechanics, 
paragraph formation, practical and creative composition, research techniques and utilizing the reading text, as well as 
additional material.  Students will develop inferential reading skills, as well as introductory literary skills and techniques.  
Poetry and non-fiction units will also be included in this course.  Course objectives are as follows: 

1. To expand and refine oral and written communication skills; 
2. To reinforce knowledge of correct usage skills; 
3. To increase the student’s awareness of audience understanding by sharing and editing other compositions; 
4. To further develop the student’s ability to write in a variety of styles; 
5. To provide the student with advanced reading skills and introductory literary skills and techniques. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Math 
Grade: 7 
Length:  Full Year 
 This course is designed as an introductory pre-algebra course. Topics covered include number sense and 
operations, patterns, geometry, measurement, data analysis and probability.  
 
Pre-Algebra 
Grade: 7 (advanced), 8 
Length: Full Year 
 Pre-Algebra revisits and expands upon topics studies in Math. Increasing importance is given to algebraic thinking 
in readiness for 9th grade Algebra courses. 
 
CP Algebra I  
Grade:  8 (advanced) 
Length:  Full Year 
Requirement: at least a B average in Pre-Algebra 
 This course is designed to be the standard college preparatory first year of Algebra. This course will cover such 
topics as: laws of exponents, solving equations and inequalities, operations with polynomials, solving word problems, 
factoring, and algebraic fractions. It will also emphasize precision of language. 
 

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
Geography 
Grade:  7 
Length:  Full Year 
 Students will study a broad range of topics in Geography.  The major landforms and waterways of the world will be 
examined, as well as the major nation states.  Basic economic process, physical and cultural geography, map skills, and 
current events will all be used to help further the students’ knowledge about the world. 
 
World History I, A.D. 500--1800 
Grade:  8 
Length:  Full Year 
 This course is designed to help students understand today’s world by studying world cultures since the end of the 
Western Roman Empire (A.D. 476) to the French Revolution & Napoleonic Wars (1789—1815). Special emphasis is given to 
the growth of nationalism and shifting alliances among various countries. The intent is to familiarize students with the 
cultural, economic, philosophical, and political characteristics that qualify such alliances. Several political structures will be 
described and compared, as the interplay of modern nations unfolds.  Finally, students will study the rise of nationalism and 
the continuing persistence of political, ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts of the world.  The use of primary and 
secondary sources is introduced throughout this course. 
 
 
 
  
 

SCIENCE 
 
Integrated Science 
Grade:  7 
Length:  Full Year 
 This is an inquiry approach for Life, Earth and Physical sciences.  With emphasis on the human heredity, ecology, 
Earth over time and its place in the universe, chemistry of matter, motion, forces and energy, and physical interactions.   

 
 
Integrated Science 
Grade:  8 
Length:  Full Year 
 This is a continuation of an inquiry approach to Life, Earth and Physical sciences.  The emphasis is on Earth’s 
minerals and atmosphere, the basics of life, human body systems, the interdependence of life and matter and energy. 
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COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 

Computers 7 
Grade:  7 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 Students will accomplish projects using the following MOUS applications:  Microsoft Excel, Word, Access, 
Publisher, and Power Point.  These applications will enhance a student’s ability to create and use word processing, 
spreadsheets and charts, databases, presentation programs, and valuable desktop publishing tools.  Students will also learn 
proper keyboarding techniques throughout the entire term. 
 
Computers 8 
Grade:  8 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 Students will accomplish projects using the following MOUS applications:  Microsoft Excel, Word, Access, 
Publisher, and Power Point.  These applications will enhance a student’s ability to create and use word processing, 
spreadsheets and charts, databases, presentation programs, and valuable desktop publishing tools.  Students will also learn 
proper keyboarding techniques throughout the entire term. 
 

 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 
Technology Education 
Grade:  7 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 In this class students will be involved in both mechanical and architectural problems, with emphasis on CAD 
(computer aided drafting).  The architectural portion of the course will include making a complete set of two-story house 
plans.  Students will also make a model of their house out of cardboard. 
 
Technology Education 
Grade:  8 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 In this class students will continue their education of CAD (computer aided drafting) by designing a box with a 
cover.  They will then be taught the proper use of hand and power tools to make their boxes.  Once the boxes are made and 
sanded, students will be instructed in the proper way to stain and seal them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ART 
 
Junior High Art Exploratory 
Grade:  7 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 This course is designed as a sequential, hands-on, art history approach to the study of art.  It will follow and include 
significant art movements, styles, artists, and techniques of the Modern Artists of the 20th century.  The additional emphasis 
is to use this information as a way to develop and practice the suggested questions provided in the learning standards of the 
Massachusetts Arts Curriculum Framework. 
 
 
Junior High Art Exploratory 
Grade:  8 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 This course is designed, in part, to familiarize the students with five areas of art study available in the high school 
art curriculum (drawing, painting, printmaking, pottery, and sculpture).  It will provide students the opportunity to experience a 
variety of areas and techniques which will potentially help them to determine which area of concentration at the high school 
level would be most beneficial. 
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BAND 
 
Introduction to Music 
Grade:  7 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 Students will be introduced to basic music appreciation skills and theory.  They  will experience various genres of 
music. 
 
Junior High Band 
Grades:  7 and 8 
Length:  Full Year 

Band students will experience music of the past and present through the exploration of band literature that is 
available and playable.  An understanding of music will occur primarily via group rehearsals, individual practice, and small 
ensemble work.  Key concepts will include personal excellence, section excellence, and group excellence.  All band students 
will experience the thrill and rigors of public performance.  Student assessment will be achieved through teacher evaluation, 
tests, and public performance.  Prior instrumental music experience is mandatory and the teacher will determine 
qualifications for entry into this course.  All band members must attend all band performances unless a written and approved 
excuse is provided to the teacher.  All students are expected to be aware of the behavioral expectations set forth in the 
Student Handbook and conduct themselves accordingly. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Physical Education 
Grade:  7 and 8 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 Physical Education in grades 7 and 8 focuses on the development of physical fitness and gross motor skills through 
individual, dual, and team sports.  The following units are included:  soccer, fitness testing, basketball, volleyball, track and 
field, adventure education, badminton, softball, tennis, fitness training, weight/strength training, flag football, table tennis, 
step aerobics, lacrosse, climbing wall, roller blades, and D.D.R. 

 
HEALTH 

Health 7 
Grade: 7 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 The mission of the North Brookfield Health Education Curriculum is to promote healthy behaviors and a healthy 
lifestyle.  As a discipline, Health is designed to augment the student’s knowledge, awareness, and ability to demonstrate 
good judgment through informed decision making.  Seventh grade students will focus on topics such as Self-Esteem, Drugs, 
and Puberty and Reproduction. 
 
Health 8 
Grade:  8 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 The mission of the North Brookfield Health Education Curriculum is to promote healthy behaviors and a healthy 
lifestyle.  As a discipline, Health is designed to augment the student’s knowledge, awareness, and ability to demonstrate 
good judgment through informed decision making.  Eighth grade students will focus on topics such as Violence Prevention, 
HIV and STIs, and Consumer Health. 
 

STUDY SKILLS 
 

Study Skills 7 
Grade: 7 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 A trimester course that will help students in their organizational skills, homework approach, and supplement certain 
units in ELA and Math.  Homework will be checked as is possible. 
 

MATH SKILLS 
 

Math Skills 8 
Grade: 8 
Length:  One Trimester Course 
 The Grade 8 Math Skills course focuses on strengthening the students’ basic skills in working with fractions, 
decimals, and percents.  The content may vary from group to group, depending on the overall strengths and weaknesses of 
each group.  Other topics include statistics, integers, order of operations, and set of numbers. 
 
 


